CITY OF TRUTH OR CONSEQUENCES
PUBLIC UTILITY ADVISORY BOARD
MONDAY, OCTOBER 17, 2022

MINUTES


REGULAR MEETING
Regular meeting of the Public Utility Advisory Board of the City of Truth or Consequences, New Mexico to be held in the City Commission Chambers, 405 W. Third, Truth or Consequences, New Mexico, on Monday, October 17, 2022 at 3:35 pm.  

CALL TO ORDER:	
The meeting was called to order by Chairman Szigeti.

ROLL CALL:	 
	George Szigeti, Chairman  
	Jeff Dornbusch, Vice-Chairman 
                            	Gil Avelar, Member - ABSENT
                            	Don Armijo, Member 

ALSO PRESENT:	
			Bruce Swingle, City Manager
			Traci Alvarez, Assistant City Manager
Angela Torres, City Clerk
Casey Froese, Assistant Clerk


1. APPROVAL OF AGENDA: Vice-Chairman Dornbusch , don Armijo	

Vice-Chairman Dornbusch made a motion to approve the agenda. Member Don Armijo seconded the motion. Motion carried unanimously.	

1. APPROVAL OF MINUTES:
0. Regular meeting of September 19, 2022. D amarijo, Vice-Chairman Dornbusch	
Member Don Armijo made a motion to approve the minutes.Vice-Chairman Dornbusch  seconded the motion. Motion carried unanimously. 

1. COMMENTS FROM THE PUBLIC:  (3 Minute rule applies)
No comments.

1. OLD BUSINESS: 
1. Discussion/Action: Auto Rate Increase, George Szigeti  -

Chairman Szigeti discussed, instead of going back and collecting all the ordinances for the automatic rate increases for all utilities, it would be easier and more officiant and put it at the head of the section of utilities.  In doing so it was found there was some disorder in the first section including the section of having a utility director, in turn deleting section entirely for position of utility director. Chairman Szigeti proceeded to inform about items from article II that starts to talk about utilities that should be in the introductory section of article I. Chairman Szigeti took the sections and renumbered the paragraphs and moved all info into article I of the utilities chapter.  In addition to the renumbering there were a couple minor changes made just clarifying and correcting terminology.  Some paragraphs were just renumbered and no other changes made. Section 14.13, paragraph a, b-1,2,3 had changes.  Sections 14-16 to 14-20 are reserved as a place holder for additional place sections if needed in the future.  
Chairman Szigeti reviewed section 14-7 (b2) and commented that placement of residential meters are not to be placed on city poles or facilities.  Assistant City Manager, Traci Alverez questioned if changes are being made to sections 14-8,9, &10.  It was said by Chairman Szigeti no changes are being made except for renumbering.  Alverez advised these number changes will have to be cross referenced in other municipal codes because some other sections of code enforcement reference these renumbered sections. 
Chairman Szigeti advised they would move to take this before the city commission.  It would first go to the city attorney for review first.  A motion was made by Chairman Szigeti to get a copy to the attorney to make sure the format is correct and then go before the city commission for their approval. The motion was seconded by Vice-Chairman Dornbusch, the motion carried unanimously and was passed.  
Chairman Szigeti advised he would provide the copy with all the included changes to the City Clerk after the meeting. 



1. REPORTS FROM THE BOARD:  
 		Chairman Szigeti advised that Member Ron Pacourek submitted resignation to the board and the board would like to fill that open position as soon as possible.

1. REPORTS FROM STAFF:

City manager, Swingle advised at the last commission meeting, ordinance 735 was discussed and it was recommended a paragraph should be added to that ordinance that the city reserves the right to not buy energy.  It was stated the commission wanted more clarification on it.  City Manager Swingle advised a better explanation of that paragraph will be provided at the next commission meeting so it can be moved forward with or be stricken from the amendment.  Chairman Szigeti advised he wasn’t sure how practical it would be as the customers are generating solar energy and it cannot just be switched off and the only way to stop it is to re-wire the structures to generate the amount of electricity coming in or to cut the customers are cut off entirely.  Szigeti continued that the city would need an additional 1,000 solar customers before the mandatory minimum that Sierra Electrics contract requires the city to purchase.

   Electric Department Director Easley presented the quarterly report of the electric department for the months of July, August, and September of each vendor the city buys power from also including city projects (attached).  Easley advised there is no say from sierra electric about rate increase on their side.  

Utility office Manager, Renfro presented a document to the board, (attached) of active accounts relating to utility customers.

Department Head, Pete English, from water/waste water. – Submitted the DMR for the wastewater facility for the month of September. He stated that the department did violate the D.O. (dissolved oxygen). English advised the more solids in the system, the more oxygen it requires.  Also some of the blowers and mixers are non-operational at the moment and working on the process to get out and repair after safety measures are in place. 
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1. ADJOURNMENT: 
There being no further business to come before the Public Utility Advisory Board, Chairman Szigeti made a motion to adjourn the meeting.  Vice-Chairman Dornbusch seconded the motion.  Motion carried unanimously.  The meeting was adjourned. 


PASSED AND APPROVED ON THIS 21ST DAY OF NOVEMBER 2022.	   
                                      					


______________________________
								         George Szigeti, Chairman
                                                                               		       Public Utility Advisory Board

